
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ST. ANNE’S CHOIR 
Have you ever wondered what 
goes on in the loft at the 
Wednesday night choir 
rehearsals? It is PARTY, PARTY, 
PARTY!! Just kidding. Although 
we do have fun singing and 
learning new music, we 
approach our mission with a 
serious purpose - to praise Our 
Lord and Savior. This doesn’t 
mean that we don’t have fun 
accomplishing it.  
 
Some Background and History  
The choir had been in existence 
at St. Anne’s for many years 
before I started directing the 
choir in 1976 – yes, 43 years 
ago. Time does fly. The choir 
had disbanded for a while 
before Mike Palumbo, who was 
the organist and Music Director, 
decided to resurrect it and 
needed someone to direct the 
newly formed choir. I 
enthusiastically stepped in and 
never looked back. St. Anne’s 
still has some of the original 
members on board. That is 
dedication! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mike took a little “sabbatical” 
from the choir during the early 
80’s and Dennis Ferrante took 
over as organist. He led the 
music program with serious 
conviction but kept the program  
 

 
fun. Dennis spent about 5 years 
at St. Anne’s before moving on 
to Christ The King Parish in 
Worcester with Fr. Paul. 
Fortunately, Mike Palumbo was 
available to return and was 
welcomed back with open arms. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mike was a huge bonding force 
for the choir in his years at the 
organ console. His humor was 
contagious and yes, sometimes 
irreverent but always well 
meaning. He kept the mood 
light and fun while introducing 
new and exciting music. 
 
Unfortunately, the choir has 
faced sadness during the past 
few years. Mike Palumbo 
passed away in 2013 after a long 
fight with heart problems. Mike 
had nine lives and the choir as 
well as the whole parish miss 
him dearly. Then, Dennis 
Ferrante passed away suddenly 
in 2018 after an unexpected 
stroke. RIP Mike and Dennis. 
 
During Mike Palumbo’s absence 
due to his illness, our current 
organist, Maureen Connors, 
stepped in temporarily to fill our 
need. When Mike passed on in 
2013, Maureen became the 
parish’s new permanent 
organist and Director of Music. 
She has served the parish well 
due to her extensive music 
background. Thank you, 
Maureen. (cont’d on page 2) 
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ST. ANNE’S CHOIR (cont’d from pg. 1) 
 
 

Our Plea 
St. Anne’s Choir needs some new voices to 
augment our ranks. We are suffering from attrition 
and illnesses that are depleting our member rolls. 
WE NEED YOUR HELP! Although our ranks have 
increased with some great new voices over the 
past couple of years, we haven’t been able to raise 
our numbers back to our previous levels. 
Yes, being a member of the choir does entail a 
commitment to rehearsing on Wednesday nights 
and singing on Sunday mornings. It is understood 
that we all have conflicts from time to time so we 
can be somewhat flexible. If you can help us in our 
efforts, we rehearse on Wednesdays from 7:00 to 
about 8:15 PM in the choir loft. Sung services are 
on Sunday mornings at 10:30 AM. We also sing for 
Special Services such as Holy Week, Christmas, 
Confirmation and First Communion. The choir  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
season runs from mid-September to mid-June so 
your summers are free. Don’t think that you can’t 
sing. Although everyone can’t be a Pavarotti, we 
can all contribute our voices to praising God. If you 
are interested in joining us, please contact me at 
508-340-6570 or email me at vic.king@verizon.net. 
 
Thank You, 
Vic Kruczynski 
St. Anne’s Choir Director 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are blessed to have FR. ANDRES ARAQUE, 
our associate pastor, who has been with us 
since September 2018.  His great faith and 
devotion to the Catholic church, his 
theological knowledge and his youthful 
enthusiasm are a welcome addition to our 
parish.  Hoping that he will be with us for 
many years to come. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
…to MARY COURTEMANCHE, who has been the 
director of religious education for Grades 
Kindergarten through 6 for the past five years.  Mary 
brought creativity, fun, faithfulness and dedication 
to the program, not only in coordinating the classes 
but in her involvement with the Christmas pageant, 
Family Masses, retreats, First Communion bread 
service and so much more.  We’ll miss her and wish 
her well.  TRACEY LOCONTO has joined us to take 
Mary’s place and co-directs the program with Tracy 
Flynn, who is responsible for Grades 7 through 11. 
 



 
 

      For All Men of the Parish 
 
 
 
If	you	seriously	support	something	–	for	
example,	a	sports	team	–	you	join	the	fan	club	or	
a	booster	club.		We	are	members	of	the	Roman	
Catholic	Church,	and	hopefully	serious	
supporters.		So	does	it	not	make	sense	that	we	
help	our	church?		That’s	us	–	the	Body	of	Christ.		
We	are,	after	all,	dealing	with	our	souls	and	
everlasting	life!	
	
For	men,	both	young	and	old,	the	Knights	of	
Columbus	provides	a	great	opportunity	to	
seriously	support	our	church	and	grow	in	faith.		
You	see,	God	is	all	about	providing	us	with	
opportunities.		Since	he	endowed	us	with	free	
will,	maybe	it	is	time	for	us	to	exercise	this	free	
will	by	participating	as	a	member	of	a	Catholic	
organization	based	on	unity,	fraternity	and	
charity.	
	
The	Shrewsbury	Council	of	Knights	of	Columbus,	
Adelphi	#4181,	is	involved	throughout	the	year	
in	a	number	of	wonderful	events,	for	example,	
the	Fishing	Derby	for	handicapped	children,	
scholarships	for	members’	children,	
grandchildren	and	members,	the	Road	Race	
during	the	Spirit	of	Shrewsbury	weekend,	Golf	
Tournament,	Tootsie	Roll	drive	and	others.	
	
Wives	and	children	of	members	are	not	left	out,	
as	many	attend	these	events	with	their	husbands	
and	children	and	provide	additional	very	much	
needed	and	appreciated	helping	hands.			
	
There	are	benefits,	such	as	life	insurance	of	any	
and	all	kinds	based	on	Catholic-valued	
investments.		A	life	insurance	company	that	
ranks	among	the	best	in	the	world!	

It	is	not	necessary	that	you	participate	in	all	the	
events.		If	only	20	new	members	join	and	all	get	
involved	in	just	one	event	per	year,	it	would	
make	a	huge	difference.	
	
Our	church	community	should	come	first	after	
our	immediate	families.		What	better	way	is	
there	to	support	our	families	but	by	being	part	of	
such	an	organization.	
	
We	can	extend	our	families	into	and	including	
our	church	community	and	our	greater	
community	as	well	as	being	men	providing	
lessons	and	examples	for	our	families.		It	says	
that	you	know	where	your	priorities	are.	
	
Please	take	this	opportunity.		You	need	to.		Your	
family	needs	you	to.		Your	parish	needs	you	to.		
And	your	community	needs	you	to.		Join	the	
Knights	of	Columbus.	
	
Our	example	as	men	has	been	shown	by	research	
to	be	so	very	important	in	the	lives	of	our	
children.	Both	sons	and	daughters	take	their	
fathers’	example	when	it	comes	to	their	being	
involved	later	in	life	in	going	to	Mass,	being	part	
of	the	community	and	belonging	to	and	
enhancing	civic-minded	organizations.	
	
So	please	pray	over	this	opportunity	that	God	
has	provided.		Ask	Him	what	you	should	do.		Join	
or	not,	but	please	at	least	prayerfully	consider	it.		
If	you’re	very	busy,	then	at	your	leisure	check	
out	the	new	“online	membership”	link	at	
kofc.org/onlinemembership.	

	
Larry	Bull,	Parishioner	
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Proper Reception of 
Holy Communion 

 
As Catholics, we fully participate in the 
celebration of the Eucharist when we receive 
Holy Communion.  We are encouraged to 
receive Communion devoutly and frequently.  
In order to be properly disposed to receive 
Communion, we should have fasted for one 
hour (water and medication are not included in 
this fast). 
 
To ensure that full respect is given to the 
Eucharist, a few items should be noted: 
 

• If you are carrying a child in your arms, 
please receive the Eucharist on your 
tongue.  In this way, care is taken to 
protect your child and the Sacred Host. 

• Make a slight bow and then either hold 
out your hands, palms upward and 
slightly cupped, at about the level of 
your heart or open your mouth wide 
and stick out your tongue. 

• When Father or Deacon or the 
Extraordinary Minister says “The Body 
of Christ,” the expected response is 
“Amen.”  Silence is inappropriate, as is 
“thank you.” 

• Receive Holy Communion in your left 
hand and use your right hand to place 
Holy Communion in your mouth (or 
opposite if you reverse the hand 
position). 

• Chewing gum immediately prior to 
receiving Holy Communion is NOT 
ACCEPTABLE; neither is chewing gum 
while Holy Communion is in your 
mouth. 

• Please clearly indicate whether you 
wish to receive Holy Communion on 
the tongue or in the hand. 

• Any individual who receives Holy 
Communion must IMMEDIATELY 
consume the Sacred Host in the 
presence of Father, Deacon or 
Extraordinary Minister. 

Becoming Catholic 
 
Each fall, we launch our RCIA session 
(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 
and invite everyone who wishes to 
inquire about or join the Catholic 
Church, no matter what your faith 
background might be.  You do not 
have to wait until next fall to inquire.  
Any time you hear God calling you, 
please call us. 
 

Adult Confirmation  
 
Were you baptized as a Catholic but 
never received the Sacrament of 
Confirmation?  If you are 18 years of 
age or older and have not been 
Confirmed, we invite you to take part 
in a special course leading to 
Confirmation. 
 
For more information, please contact 
the rectory at 508-757-5154, ext. 12, 
email rcia@stannesparish.org, or 
speak with one of the priests or 
deacons after weekend mass.  You 
may also get more information by 
logging on to our website at 
www.stannesparish.org  

 
 



First Communicants of 2019 
Emily Rose Belanger, Macey James 
Current, Angelina Jade DeMalia, Julia 
Elaine Falkins, Gabriella Foley Goodier, 
Brian Matthew Healy, Harper Percy 
Holyoak, James Michael Karas, Will 
Jameson Lawlor, Joshua Emmanuel Loaiza 
Buelna, Siobhan McLaughlin, Jack 
Benjamin Ostriker, Kylie Rose Palumbo, 
Emily Joyce Popp, Dylan Michael Scricco, 
Jack Thomas Simone 

2019 Confirmandi 
Victoria Ambrosino, Maya Berube, Meghan Bis, Cameron 
Boudreau, Noah Bryant, Vincenza Burdulis, Hayden 
Campos, Anna Courtemanche, Julia Creamer, Katelyn 
Ferrante, Robert Fitzgibbon II, Cory Flagg, Sarah 
Flagg, Joseph Flionis, Jack Foley, Carl Fraser, Gabriella 
Fraser, Wanjiru Gitonga, Kelly Hester, Grace Hyalnd, 
Ryan Kelly, Lauren Lemay, Riley MacCausland, Celeste 
McKenzie, Colleen McNamara, Grady Marshall, Lexus 
Mastromatteo, Michaela O’Connor, Ella Peris, Francis 
Polito, Rocco Ragaini, Francesco Salvi, Isabella 
Shippole, Anna Sposato, Ariel Terra, Anthony Thomas, 
Jacob Vreeland, Aidan Wells, Layne Williams, Michael 
Young 

 
In recognition of our 

2019 Christian Service Awards recipients: 
 

 
Hannah Elizabeth Dugan served the parish as a clerical volunteer and Spanish 
interpreter at the free medical clinic, as a CCD teacher, and at the Food Pantry and 
Thrift Shop.  She is attending UMass Amherst, majoring in Business. 
   
Kaley Nicole Lea Morana served the parish as an altar server.  She is attending UMass 
Boston, majoring in Biology. 
 
Angela Rezuke served the parish as an altar server, at Coffee House and sang in the 
youth choir, at the Christmas pageant, and at Good Friday Stations of the Cross.  She is 
attending Emmanuel College, majoring in Psychology. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Diocese of Worcester has begun its initiative to help all our parishes as well as the 
Diocese to strengthen our financial foundation.  Already taking place in several parishes 
and areas of Worcester County, the Legacy of Hope Campaign has begun with receptions 
bringing together parishioners sensitive to the growing case that their parishes are not 
meeting the ordinary bills to maintain their programs and plan for their future. 
 
The Legacy of Hope appeal for people to pledge some of their income is attractive since 
40% of the monies raised remains in the parish.  Our Diocese also needs to strengthen 
the endowments for religious education, diocesan schools, pensions for employees, 
Catholic Charities, health plans for our retired diocesan priests as well as evangelization 
programs for our parishes. 
 
The parish is where our spiritual lives are enriched, our children are baptized, 
confirmed, educated about God, Jesus Christ and his Gospel of joy as well as places to 
worship, receive sacraments, bury our loved ones and take care of the poor and 
disadvantaged.  St. Anne’s has always been known for providing so much for so many 
and is a powerful sign along the busy highway of Shrewsbury called the Lake District.  We 
too must plan for our future and keep our programs vibrant for young and old. 
 
The Legacy of Hope appeal has begun in earnest at St. Anne’s with committees formed, 
receptions having taken place, letters sent to registered families, and appeals made at 
weekend Masses.  Let us pray that this exciting appeal will be successful in establishing a 
strong financial base to keep the spirit and mission of Jesus Christ alive for generations to 
come.   
 
The suggested target for this four-year pledge campaign for St. Anne’s parish is 
$577,515.00, with $231,006.00 of this amount, if raised, remaining for our own parish 
needs and endowment.  With over 1,300 families in this parish, we should be ready and 
willing to share our treasures with the Lord and our people.  We just need everyone’s 
help and support. 
 
May God bless each and every one of us as we continue our journey of faith together. 
 
 

Fr. Paul said that his soup spoon wasn’t big enough,  
so this is what he got.  Ask, and you shall receive! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hello, dear members of St. 
Anne, 
 
 I am the new addition to the 
work team since the first day of 
November 2018. My name is Fr. 
Andres A. Araque.  I am 
originally from Colombia, South 
America and was ordained in 
Worcester, Massachusetts on  
June 20, 2015. My birthday is 
February 5th, 1984.  Before 
coming to St. Anne, I worked 
with the Hispanic ministry at St. 
Peter’s Church, in the Main 
South area of Worcester; St. 

Joan of Arc Church, Great Brook 
Valley and St. Stephen’s Church, 
Grafton area. I want to say that 
I am enjoying my ministry 
immensely, and I appreciate 
having the opportunity to work 
with you all. St. Anne’s Church is 
a wonderful place to be, a 
Church with an open heart ready 
to reach God’s people. Thank 
you so much for the warm 
welcome you have given me 
from the beginning and 
continue to give me.  
 
 

 
 

 
         
 

 
 Each month, a small but dedicated group of St. Anne 
parishioners gather to discuss how our community of faith can 
respond to Pope Francis’ challenge.  His encyclical, which has had 
wonderful acceptance throughout the world, is the basis of our 

sharing.  The encyclical named “Laudato Si” (Praise to You, Lord) is founded on the prayer of St. Francis of Assisi 
as he spoke to his Sister Sun and Brother Moon and to all creation. 
 
Besides refurbishing the shrine of St. Anthony, a religious brother to St. Francis, which is situated in front of the 
Fr. Smith parish center, the group has organized weekly comments and reminders in our parish bulletin and on 
the website, has conducted a parish property clean-up day, enriched faith formation programs for our youth 
and celebrated the blessing of the animals in October. 
 
The Bishops of Massachusetts, in support of activities relating to the environment and climate change, recently 
published a pastoral letter for all our people.  In it, they state: “Pope Francis calls for dialogue throughout the 
world on how we can be better stewards of the Earth and in so doing be more responsive to the plight of the 
poor.  His call for an “integral ecology” to be lived out joyfully respects the dignity of each person, identifies a 
moral obligation to protect the environment, and promotes social justice by supporting responsible economic 
development with respect for all the people and the Earth.” 
 
Anyone interested in joining this worthwhile committee should speak to Fr. Paul or Deacon Bill. 

A few words from 
Fr. Andres with a 
grateful heart… 

 



         
Giving Tree – please take a tag from the tree 
and return your gift on the weekend of December 
7 and 8.  

 
 
 
Christmas Pageant – will take place at the 9:00 
Mass on Sunday, December 15. 
 

 
 

 
Happy Birthday, Jesus/ 
Breakfast with Santa – will take place in 
the Fr. Smith Center following the 9:00 Mass 
on Sunday, December 15.  There will be crafts, 
cookie decorating and photos with Santa 
Claus! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Daily Mass Monday through Friday at 
9:00 AM 
 

Weekend Mass times: 
Saturday vigil at 4:00 PM 
Sunday morning at 7:00, 9:00 and 
10:30 
 

Because December 8 falls on a Sunday, 
the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception will be celebrated on 
Monday, December 9 at 9:00 AM Mass 
and is not a holy day of obligation. 
 

Tuesday, December 24 
Vigil of Christmas 
Mass times 4:00 PM and 6:00 PM 
 

Wednesday, December 25 
Christmas Day 
Mass Times 8:00 AM and 10:00 AM 
 

Tuesday, December 31 
Vigil of Solemnity of Mary, Mother of 
God 
Mass time 4:00 PM 
 

Wednesday, January 1 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
Mass time 9:00 AM 
 

Fr. John, Fr. Paul, Fr. Andres, Deacon 
Bill, Deacon Peter and all of the staff 
of St. Anne’s Church wish everyone a 
blessed and joyous Christmas and a 
New Year in which we all recognize 
the presence of God in our lives, 
allowing hope, faith, joy and love to 
fill our hearts and transform us. 


